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Proceedings

cannoz find the owner immediately, and inform
them cf cthe cdistress, en you ¢an go ahsad and
apply for your warrant. It is implied in that,
in my view, that under sub-Secticn (a), you must
make &r atzempt to contacst the cwner and acvise
them of the animal’s distress and it is only
chen, that if they dc asc; that ia, the Ouner oF
person resgonsible for the animal, does not
proper.y take 8tscg that will rel-eve its
distress, that you could then go on and apoly for
a warrant., 7The officers did not do thar. The
Act clearly dces not givs Che icers ths righc
tc go.out and apply for warrants to seize ary
anmimals they happen to find in distress, wherever
they may be, Their firat obligaticn is Lo tXy

e

an¢ find the cwners, to try ané relieve the

distress of the anival through the cwnez, and

only if that gces nct work or if they casnct Zind

the owner do they then nave the right to go and
apply for a ssazch warrant. Theve i3 a migeing

stap Bere. The officers clearly knew who the

owngr was, made me aTttempt to contact her,
although had they had the ability to ccntact her
and her phone number,

In thoge circumstances, in my view, the
pearch warrant was improperly issued. it should
got have been authorized and, in my view, weuld
not have kBeen authozized had the Informatien TO
Obtair. contained all cf the infeormaticn,

t is an ineufficient arswer that the
¢fficers say, “Well, we Knew this lady fxom a
previcus incident involving a similar
cirsumstance ¢f not preper-ly feeding horses.”
They wculd have to, in order to use that 2s &
reager for getting & search warrant, they would
have to ke in a2 popiticn tec say, “Because cf the
history witk this parsicular perszon and because

,she never resgonds tc us of pghe doesn’t properly
fcllew instructions, that because of that past

cenduet, we con't belisve it {8 appropriate to
centact her new,” or scmething like that. And if
they could coavince the Justice of the Peace that
it was not necessary te¢ give hey an opportunitly
to solve the problem, then they could perhaps get
a warrant. BHut ycu canmot just leave all that
cut and so and get the warrant On the basie
merely that the azimals aze in distress.

F&



